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	Module Title
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	Coursework Tutor
	John Warren, Graham Harris, Dave Powell, Ian Keirle, Mike Christie, Mike Christie

	Coursework Title
	Opportunities for countryside management under  changing land use

	Weighting in module
	100% (25% daily reports and 75% major report)

	Submission deadline
	09.00 h, Thursday 14 October 2010 

	Learning Outcomes for this module

	On successful completion of this module students should be able to:

1. Identify and evaluate a range of issues affecting the management of the countryside of Wales (relevant to wider UK situation)
2. Identify and evaluate the policy and management approaches taken by land management agencies towards the management of countryside capital
3. Critically assess the practices of a range of management agencies (dependent on scheme of study)

	Learning Outcomes to be addressed by the coursework:
	1, 2 and 3

	Key Skills to be developed through this coursework

	1. Communication
2. Research skills
3. Developed and assessed

4. Information Technology

5. Application of Number

6. Personal Development and Career planning


Institute policy on late submission of course work

Attendance on all five days of the study tour is compulsory and absence will result in a proportionate reduction in the assignment mark. All coursework submitted late will be identified and a zero mark applied automatically. 

You must submit a reasonable attempt at coursework, even if it is incomplete, otherwise the module(s) concerned may be awarded an ‘N’ grade, which means for Part 2 students that you will never be allowed to resit that module, nor take another in its place; consequently you may not have enough credits to be awarded a degree. 
Further details, including how to apply for an extension, are provided in the Student Handbook accessible on the Blackboard VLE
Please do not submit your work with the individual pages held in plastic covers. This makes it very time consuming and awkward to mark.

PRACTICAL DESCRIPTION

Opportunities for Countryside Management under Changing Land Use

Introduction
This 10 credit module will be based upon a combination of day trips to countryside sites in Wales, workshop sessions and personal scholarly research. The aim is to allow in depth study of the issues associated with the management of the countryside and to evaluate public policy and economic drivers and how these translate into local practical countryside management activities. The visits will be integrative and cover a broad spectrum of countryside management from conservation to production to tourism and recreation. The study tour will be based in Aberystwyth and will occur in the week before registration week in late September. The module will be credited to semester 1 of the 2010-11 academic year.

Today there are unprecedented challenges for countryside management that must be appreciated and understood and that arise from several factors:

· Significant reductions in public funding

· Reform of agri-environment schemes and the single farm payment to farmers (introduction of Glastir in Wales)

· An ageing population of farmers and the breakdown of succession within small family farms

· Merger of Government Agencies dealing with Agriculture, Forestry and the Environment

· Failure to achieve the 2010 ‘Halt the Decline in Biodiversity’ target and the setting up of the Environment Strategy for Wales

· The urgent expansion of land-based renewable energy production

· Increasing consideration of Ecosystem Services delivered by the rural environment

· Efforts to sustain rural communities and services.

The visits will be designed to describe the multiple challenges affecting land use that are having fundamental consequences for countryside management for the following objectives:

· Habitat and wildlife species conservation

· Scenic integrity of landscape

· Access and recreation

· Tourism and visitor management

· Environmental education

· Maintaining rural communities.

Assignment description
Each student must attend five full or part day compulsory visits to countryside sites around Wales. The purpose of the assignment is to prepare a daily, one page summary of the material witnessed during the workshops and visits each day, reflecting on how it fits with the ‘strategic drivers to local management’ theme of the Study Tour (5 x 5 % = 25 % of the module mark). Each daily report must be handed in on the following morning when signing the register to join the tour for the day. The report for Friday must be handed in by 18:00h on Friday evening. Three weeks are then available to prepare a 3000 word report to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of the links between the strategic policy drivers of rural land use and the effects these have in changing the motivations for and practical management of the countryside by private and public land managers.

Recommended content of major assignment report:
1) Description of the policies, incentive schemes and economic drivers that are affecting land use and the management of the countryside in Wales. Refer to notes made during field visits and in workshops of the Study Tour week, reflecting on aspects of farming, forestry, nature conservation, tourism and recreation and renewable energy.

2) Using personal research of on-line sources and printed reports (e.g., use the Land, Life and Leisure database) read and write a concise, accurate review of how agri-environment, woodland and energy policies vary across the UK and are being delivered in England and Scotland. What are the names and general objectives of the equivalent schemes in these other devolved countries of the UK? What are the major differences in terms of how biodiversity conservation is encouraged in the wider countryside and the way the policy operates (e.g., the composition of entry level and higher tier agri-environment schemes).

3) Describe how each of the drivers in 1) affects the actual practical management on the ground. What management activities and opportunities did you learn about during the various visits of the Study Tour? What seemed to be the primary motivation for the practical activities that you witnessed?

4) How does the Ecosystem Services agenda appear to be affecting policy and practical activities at a local and landscape level? What examples did you encounter during the week? How does conservation of biodiversity for Ecosystem Services vary from traditional nature conservation management for habitats, fungi, plants and animals?

5) What significant changes do you consider will take place in the Welsh countryside in the next 10 years based on the evidence you observed during the Study Tour? How will each of the drivers that you learnt about during the Study Tour influence these changes?
Please make use of the daily worksheets to structure your report and append the five worksheets to the assignment report. The visits during the week of the study tour will have provided you with much relevant information, certainly the basic material to undertake the assignment. Several reports and papers were introduced during the study tour and these will be lodged on Blackboard for your reference and should be accessible from registration week. You will be expected to undertake several hours of personal scholarly research to search for additional sources of information to supplement the material provided during the study tour so that you can achieve a good mark for the assignment report. 

Submission deadline 09.00 h, Thursday 14 October 2010.






