Acculturation o f South Asian Young People

I have been researching into the acculturation of Asian-origin young people for some 25 years.  I devised an acculturation scale (Likert type) in 1975 and have subsequently used it with samples of young people in Britain and Canada and now in Australia. I will confine my talk to one of the researches, which has been published by ‘Educational Research’. 

Background to Research: 1, Differing value systems: Collective vs. Individual Orientation.

2, Gender role differentiation vs. Gender equality.

3, Religious orientation.

Acculturation is defined by Berry:

‘A culture change that results from continuous, first hand contact between two distinct cultural groups.’

I have been eclectic in my approach and devised a Likert type scale. Items relating to Asian and Western European Cultures:  

 Hypotheses:

1, Girls will show favourable attitudes to Acculturation;

2, Muslim boys and girls will be less favourable to acculturation compared with Hindu and Sikh boys and girls. 

3, Manual vs. Non-manual.

Sample Description

Religion

Boys
Girls

Sikh

23

22

Hindus

4

16

Muslims

31

48

Others

0

2

Total

48

88

146

